Advisory Committee Meeting Summary
January 30, 2023
Virtual

Meeting Participants

Becca Reiss (NSLSWCD), Phil Norvitch (NSLSWCD), Ada Tse (St. Louis County), Amy Mustonen
(MPCA), Christine McCarthy (Lake County), Erin Loeffler (BWSR), Ilena Hansel (Cook SWCD), Kari
Hedin (Lake SWCD), Jeff Hrubes (BWSR), Julie Marinucci (St. Louis County), Tara Solem (Lake
SWCD), Moriya Rufer (HEI), Aaron Frankl (HEI), Marty Rye (USFS), Ryan Clark (Carlton SWCD),
Tyler Kaspar (1854 Treaty Authority)

Meeting Purpose

The purpose of this meeting was to review the draft Priority Issues section of the plan and the
Prioritized Lakes and Streams for establishing measurable goals.

Timeline

This graphic is a simplified version of the overall timeline. This timeline is a general guide, and
the process can be adapted to fit as we go.
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Issues Plan Section Review and Lakes & Stream Prioritization

With no meeting in December, the Advisory Committee first reviewed the progress of the
planning effort.

Issues have been gathered from numerous sources and synthesized into “Issue Statements.” The
Issue Statements were reviewed and revised by the steering and advisory committees. The Policy
Committee approved the Issue Statements (with no primary or secondary issues identified) at
the January Policy Committee Meeting.

The Advisory Committee received a draft plan section on the “Issues Section” for the plan along
with draft prioritization of Lakes and Streams. A Jamboard and survey (see attached) were used
for input in addition to discussion during the meeting. Productive discussions and modifications
to the issues and lake/stream prioritization was incorporated into a revised draft plan section
that will be sent to the Advisory Committee. Suggested revisions are requested by February
21%, prior to the next Advisory Committee Meeting.

Next Steps

e February 21: Suggested revisions to Draft Issue Section and Lake & Stream
Prioritizations due

e February 27: Advisory Committee (Virtual)
o Review revisions and developing measurable goals
e March 3: Policy Committee Meeting

o Approve draft of issues section and Lake & Stream Prioritization
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Emerging Concerns

f Emerging Concern

* Boundar Land Exchannac

Move to Local

C d o
(school Concerns an S)

Realigni

This could be
covered under the
parcelization and

vnershi [0 future development

Concern

could lead to additional private
ownership/development/fire
interface and management
Marty: federal lands that are
traded will potentially be sold to
private folks

With the addition
of sulfate and a
couple other
pollutants that were
mentioned, we
might have to
enumerate which
pollutants the plan
is addressing

Major
wildfire
potential

Local concerns of
"too much
protection® How
much is enough.
There can be
backlash... Justa
place to
acknowledge?

L ocal Concerns et

Consider listing the
poik tants f paramsetors
of concam- TS5, flow.
oimip. kons. menoury
dua o
sulfate. wild rico and
aquatic ife promcton
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*Chloride pollutant? issue statement

include
increased

“Parcelization & Future Develop Watertraffic

development

*Lead Free Tackle  Leadshotand

bullets as well
as tackle

*Ice Fishing Waste
*Fish Consumption Advisories
*New Trail Development (ATV,

snowmobile, etc, forest road
development.



Issue Lenses - St. Louis 1TW1P

importont Considerations

While identifying issues thet apoply acioss the watzished, four important considarations weie utilized as
a ‘l2ng” to set gzographic, stracegic, and fund ng priorities. These considerations |2ad us 10 3sk deeper
guestions and uncover pctentally overdoocked ooportunities --increasing our ab/lity to eccomplish the
plan’s nhjectives owver tke long-term.

Climate Change and Resilience

. Clirmate chernge will make it more difficelt to address existing water and

T environmantal concerns, while crezting opoartunity for new concerns to emerge.
"' Fuilding resilience to climate charge impacts will he important for achieving plan
goals and ensuring durakility of changes made.

Equity

7 = Everyonz impacts and—to differing cegrees—is impacted by water and tha
¥ I g crnvironmant. However, benefits and impacts are not eguitakbly distributed. Efforts
made through this planning process cen reduce historic anc current ineguities
through meaningicl invoverment, support fur cultural tes and heritzge,
acknowledgement of treaty rights, consideration of econamic consLraints,
protection of public aceess, and support for Auman health incloding food 2ecess and
conzumption, protection from pollution, employment, and water quality.

Social Capacity

{W‘\’/ﬂ! Making progress towards plan gonak will depend on the amliny of individuals,
41;3' |.L| husinesses, anc arganirations fa change hehaviors or carny out actinns tor the

environment and water. To dao this, they need adequate knowlecge, skills,
relationships and funding//resources. Building capacity for ccllaboration across
individuals and grou ps with civerse perspectives, yet shared interests, s nesded
to dgccomplish collective enviror mer tal gogls.

Cultural significant Species

Some species play an especizlly important role in our lives—they connect us, they
feed us, they spirilually sustain us. Considering where they are in the watershed
anc the challenges they face will be useful in targetng and prioritizing afforts in

the plan. Fxamplas nf these speries inchida wild nice, natie rrout, orher coid-
water fish and river sturgecn

How It was used to tie
Into each Plan Goal:

Forest Protection Goal

impartant Considerations

Protecting forests can mitigate impacts of climate change by reducing peak flows during
‘ increasingly camman high rainfall events and replenishing proundwater supplies. Some
e climate change predictions include increased rain events of over one inch of precipitation
(Stwits, 2016, p. 26)

This geal addresses equity by protecting streams for recreation. In parts of this planning
-i Ti’ area, as many as 55% of people reported income less than 185% af the poverty level and
== 12% are people of coler |MPCA Understanding Environmental! Justice in Minnesota, 2016-
2020 data). Small streams are often the only water resource available to disadvantaged
communities.

- 2
W N Education and outreach can increase social capacity to increase participation in forest
pratection activities, including easements.

* Protecting forests can protect wild rice lakes. Wild rice is a culturally significant species



Issue Lenses : RH-V
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Really highlight how decreases cxygen for
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Wild rice, cold water fish, for

Equity

Great point Kari to
addlossofaccess. DIy Of the area, (loss of access due to land exchanges)| Clipart note:

:'i"::;"'““:.“““ looks like an
only exarcise thelr " strike out

traaty rights on public
lands in 1854 CT, so
lozs public land

Impacts to treaty right

Access to resources, including all voices

Social Capacity

human impacts -
mental health,
trauma of climate
events, etc. Human
Health?



Lake Prioritization

# Where are we going to focus the next 10 years?




Birch Lake... long,

impounded, several Is ﬂ'l-l-l'lf; l::.n n:.tth:
L k P ] ] t . t ] b E‘:ﬁi’mﬂ:ﬂ sandy and ||‘|1p.|r|n|:-|t| m‘udjﬂ-
a e rl 0 rl I Za I 0 n lake, Ojibway discharge into little sandy are potential series of
e impaired by impairments that this
lake. sulfate fwild rice, sulfate plan can influence?

Orlis that an emerging
concern?

nearly impalred?

+| Table 2. Briority lokes from the WRAPY and managemont siraltcgros.

Lakes with «T5% Minor Lakas
1 rEg1 Lakes Development Mecarly Watershed Management Phosphorus Benefit Biclogical
(WRAFS) Impaired Protected Strategy Sensitivity Cost Ratic  Significance  Priority
1 Rainy 1. Bumtside 09-0118-00 % ENHANCE [ lighest I lighest Cutstanding x
l z | Rainy H. Sarc 38-0735-00 x ENHANCE Iigher Iligh Cutstanding x
Rainy H. Ch= _ } : . i
Vermilion 3 - shacawa 69-0063-00 A ENHANCE [ ligh | Iigh | high X
Lake, Sand R, 1 | Rainy H. White Iron 69-0004-00 x EMHANCE High High High x
Pike R, Sandy g Vermilion Eagles Nest 2 59 0285 02 " ENHANCE Highest Higher Maoderate X
lakes all have [SLT-TLERL 6 | Vermilion | Pelican 69 0841 00 K ENHANCE Higher Highest | Outstanding X
sulfate 7| Rainy H. Bear Island 69 0115 00 PROTECT High Higher Moderate X
impairments. Raiw H : : . :
8 iy 1. Big 5%-0190-00 PROTECT Highest Highest High X
g | Rainy H. Birck su-uopz-oo |1 it nearly jmpaired? it is impoutiPRoTECT High High Dutstanding x
1) | Rainy H. Black Lurk Y _HA2_01) PROTECT
Y 5 11 | Rainy H. Flaphant BY-1HRA-00 PROTECT
ENHANCE PROTECT Rainv H
.. " 12 alny H. FzII FR-08711-00 PROTECT High High High ¥
Declining Trend, Stable or Improving Rainy H _ i :
~75% Protected, and/ar T i and <75% 13 . . Fzrm 38-0779-00 . - - PROTECT High High Cutstanding X
Nearly Impaired Protected 14 | Rainy H. Garden 38-0782-00 | 1S there a declining trend” PROTECT High High Cutstanding X
(flakes) ) ¢ (20 lakeas)] y. 15 | Rany H. Gunlint 16-0355-00 PROTECT Lakz Trout? X
___.-" -
16 | Rainy H. Kabelogema 63-0845-00 PROTECT
17 | Rainy H. Loan 16-0448-00 PROTECT | lighest ligher | Cutstanding X
RESTORE 19 | Rainy H. Sea Gull 16-0623-00 PROTECT ligh I ligh Outstanding x
Impaired for 19 | Vemmilion Crane 69-0615-00 PROTECT High High Cutstanding 3
nutrients 20 Vermilizn Eagles Mest 1 6U-0235-01 PROTECT Highest Higher X
(1 lake) 21 | Vermilion Eagles Mest 3 69 0285 03 PROTECT Highest Highest High x
State water trails Confused why Garden 22 Vermilion Eagles Mest 4 &% 0213 00 PROTECT Highest Higher High X
anc\recreation e 23 | vermilion | Elsow 69-0744-00 PROTECT Higher Higher x
intentionally draw e 24 | Vemmilian Elzphant 69-0810-00 PROTECT Higher Higher High x
people to the says It has a =
resource rather than statistically significant 25 Vermilion Moose b -0E0-R00 PROTECT
them accessing a R . _
transparency of about Ah Vermilinn Vermilinn h4Y-[15/5-007 PROTECT Higher Highest Chitstanding ¥
random stream or ana foot par decade
par
lake. 2| Wermilinn Iy te hY-11/44-00) ¥ _ I paired
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Stream Prioritization

RESTORE

Impaired for TSS, £ cofi
[ streams)

' A
ENHANCE
Vulnerable,

=75% Protected, and/or
Mearly Impaired
(437 .
9 (4 sTreams) /}

Langley Creek
also could be

impacted by

mine closure,

same as
Dunka River

Do we need the
PROTECT category?

Any other streams at
risk to land use

change?

Maybe adding the
e Addressing o
because it the Blackduck
contributes to the will help the
drinking water As}
T = R . Wl’wt‘“ - -
Table 2. Prionity 5trec tower/Soudan? i managament focus.

Exceptional
Management [mpairment =75% Nearly Use
Focus Parameters Protected Impaired Standard WRAPS Notes
REH Ash River 0S030001-818 RESTORE T55 P May change use class,
RH EBlackcuck River 0S030001-820 RESTORE TS5, £ colf Focus restoration efforts here.
Mine closures in the future
RH Dunks River 02030001-927 ENHANCE X could incregse [lows.
\ Sand Rivar NSO30007-50 ENHANCE Sulfate X gulfate mostly mining related
W Pike River NS030007-503 ENHANCE Sulfate X = A TS5
, , closure plan: 32%
W Ccho River 02030002-532 ENHANCE Jacteria increase in flows to
. the Dunka River, a
Rl Bezhik Creek 0S030001-975 X 60% decrease of
- 5030001-96 flows to tributary
H Cross [liver 0C030001-9€6 X gl
RH Denley Creek 0S030001-627 X a 500% increase in
, ) flows to an
RH Jack Pine Creek 0S030001-564 % unnamed tributary
RH Little Isabel a River  0S030001-530 ¥
RH Milawzn Creek 02030001-568 X
I i ke s s vk
RH Shagawa Rivel QS030001-535 Added by Slearing Co Sl e theets
fordats on this
RH snake River N2030001-547 X mach
Cther possible risks:
»  Forest harvest ‘mpacts (are state-level guidelines adequate in sensitive areas?, harvest by different groups — federal, state, connty
coordination)

» Connectivity barriers — DNR and county culvert inventories
» Trails (oike, ATV, etc), single use vs multi-use

Other possible “Quaity” criteria for “Frotect” streams are listed below. The issue with these is it doesn’t narrow down the list much because theara |
are sn many!

»  DMNH State Water Irails (Vormilion Siver and Fiae Hiver) Stwpiol il
waber trail .. but its
easier bo canos in

some ways than the
Wermilion Rbeer

e Troul sbieams
» Highest [Bl scorss
»  Wild Rce



Consider adding
Ash (upper) to
Upper
Ash could become a
Blackduck River if

placed under the
Same pressures.

g 25 5 10 15 ED‘
N e e iles
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Next Steps: Goals

Issue:

Nutrient Loading

Measurable Goal:
Phosphorus Reduction

Reduce phosphorus in Primary
Focus Lakes by 5%

Next Meeting: February 27, In person?
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